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OPEN LETTER

Governor George Pataki

Executive Chambers

State Capital

Albany, New York  12224

Dear Governor Pataki,


The undersigned is the Monroe County Chairman of the Shooter’s Committee on Political Education (“SCOPE”), a statewide Second Amendment advocacy group. 
I am writing you to express my disappointment and shock at your action in vetoing A 2045 and S 4057, also known as the “Firearms Accident Protection Act.” 

This bill would have saved lives by educating children not to touch or play with guns.  The “Eddie Eagle” gun safety program has won numerous awards.  It is so good that Handgun Control, Inc. (“HCI”) uses the same strategy in an interactive web page devoted to children’s safety. 

“Eddie Eagle” is gun ownership neutral. Although created by the National Rifle Association, the NRA does not require that its logo or name appear anywhere in the program and has, in fact, expressly given permission to all users of the program to delete any references to the National Rifle Association.  It does not “put the NRA in our schools” and you know better than to make such an assertion. 


The “Eddie Eagle” program is comparable to the public service ads warning of the dangers of blasting caps that I still remember from my childhood.  A local law enforcement officer recently came to us asking for such a program and, upon reviewing the “Eddie Eagle” program, immediately declared that it was exactly what he needed.


Your stated reasons for vetoing the bill are not convincing.  Deleting the “Don’t Touch; Leave the area; Find an adult” language would permit school districts to impose their own indoctrination program attacking the “gun culture.”  Perhaps this is what you had in mind.  The DEC is an appropriate agency to discuss firearms safety with children.


This bill has been passed in the Republican-controlled Senate for the last three years.  The Democrat-controlled Assembly passed it unanimously last session. However, after the bill was passed in the Assembly, several Democrat politicians from New York City launched a demagogical campaign against it. Elements of the party leadership responded to that campaign.  Nevertheless, Assemblyman Robach, the bill’s sponsor, and Assembly Majority Leader Michael Bragman stood up for the safety of children.  They showed great integrity in doing so.


Assemblyman Robach now sees his efforts on behalf of children torpedoed by you, the titular leader of the party that passed this bill every session since 1996.  Accordingly, we wonder if you contemplate changing your party affiliation.


We are reluctantly forced to conclude that you are willing to sacrifice children’s lives to your dubious political ambitions. Once again, in this character trait, you resemble certain of the Democratic leadership of late. 

You want to appeal to liberal downstate voters so that you can bring New York’s electoral votes to a Republican ticket as its vice-presidential nominee. In doing so, you ignore the years of faithful support given to Republican candidates by gun owners at the national level and place yourself outside of the Republican mainstream. As you know, George W. Bush is from Texas.  John McCain is from Arizona.  We will make sure that these presidential candidates are aware of what you have done. Republican activists who support our Second Amendment rights will inform them that you should not be on anyone’s short list or on any list at all.


I, for one, regret ever putting the bumper sticker saying “Vote for Freedom/Vote for Pataki” that I received from the NRA on my car in 1994.  As you may recall, that was a very close election.







Very Truly Yours







Scott A. Garretson

